KnowledgeQuest Awards Start-Up Scholarships to Three Companies to Attend EdNET 1999 Conference 
Recipients Include Educational Technologies Software & Services, KidCode, and Lexiphone Technology Corporation 
(September 28, 1999) - New York, NY - KnowledgeQuest Education Group LLC, a boutique investment banking and strategy consulting firm dedicated to the education industry, today announced the winners of the Start-up Scholarship Awards to attend the EdNET 1999 Conference. The three scholarship winners - Educational Technologies Software & Services Inc., KidCode Inc., and Lexiphone Technology Corporation - were selected based on (1) the unique and innovative qualities of the company's products or services, (2) the contribution that the company and its products or services are expected to make to U.S. education, and (3) the educational and business prospects of the company. 

The EdNET 1999 conference is a high-quality and widely attended educational technology conference that attracts a wide range of education industry executives, entrepreneurs, investors and consultants. In addition to discounted admission to the conference, the companies each receive an opportunity to share an exhibit table at the conference, which is being held on September 28 - October 1, 1999 in Seattle, Washington. 

About the Scholarship Winners:
Each of the three winners stand out for their roles in important education markets, their unique product offerings, and their ability to achieve significant educational and business success. They are: Educational Technologies Software & Services Inc. (ETSS), Raleigh, NC, offers a line of products for K-12 schools, including a new student information management system designed to provide true decision support for administrators and teachers. This system, Advantage 5.0, provides sophisticated analysis and accountability tools useful for administering the academic affairs of mainstream and high-need students. ETSS also offers instructional content for high-need students. ETSS President and CEO, Nancy Driscoll, has a Masters degree in school psychology, doctoral work in school administration and substantial school administration experience. 

KidCode Inc., New York, NY, uses internet technology to create a peer-to-peer learning environment for children. KidCode's patent-pending electronic mail platform is designed for use by young children and offers unique features for an interactive curriculum. In addition, the company currently provides two special peer-to-peer activities focused on symbol understanding in language arts and elementary mathematics. KidCode's President, Michelle Baker, has worked in the areas of multimedia and operating system performance at IBM's T.J. Watson Research Laboratories and has published papers on artificial intelligence, computers in education, cognitive science, probabilistic inference, and computer software performance. Her work on KidCode has received funding from two National Science Foundation Small Business Innovative Research awards. 

Lexiphone Technology Corporation, Stamford, CT, uses patented equipment and a unique remedial education approach to treat individuals with dyslexia and other language-based learning disabilities. The method is designed to retrain auditory attention and processing of speech information through selected listening, speaking, reading and writing activities. Lexiphone will establish learning centers throughout the U.S. as well as train and license independent speech pathologists to apply the method; the method also has potential preventative and foreign language acquisition applications. The Lexiphone method was developed by Dr. Isidore Beller, a medical doctor and psychiatrist, in France. Pamela Mullender, who is responsible for launching the method in the U.S., is a former teacher and an executive with senior marketing and general management experience. 

The selection committee included Jeff Fromm of KnowledgeQuest Education Group, a NY-based financial advisory and strategy consulting firm serving the education industry, Bill Bavin of Education Capital Markets, a Washington, DC-based financial advisory firm serving the education industry, and Eric Cohen of Funderstanding LLC, a Livingston, NJ-based internet company building educational content and community for children and their parents, teachers, families and friends. 

About KnowledgeQuest: 

KnowledgeQuest Education Group LLC is a boutique investment banking and strategy consulting firm that focuses exclusively on the education and training industry. This focus provides KnowledgeQuest with the expertise and contacts necessary to offer high-quality, industry-specific financial advisory and business development services to its clients to assist them in achieving their individual business objectives. For additional information about the services provided by KnowledgeQuest, please contact Jeffrey Fromm at (212) 935-7000. 

